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!M‘'U!cal Sci'viws, 


npiu!!! a'i'tici-: ua-re fn-nied ji" in |»r>-\:nn> vi-nr- :tf th>‘ 
( iovcnuni'tit r>'|)!nct’fi in Mie Inttt-r half <,'» l[<u 

by t;i*- Qtifffi .Mary Jlo.'pita!, aiid at the Tung Wnh ra 

Chinet:*' Hospital. 

Kiadiiean iJ.itietits, all C'hinO'-f', v.'ere cared for in tiie (»«•;- 
|•r.•lni^•nt cojiiing under the fuporvisioti of l’r<d* ^>- 

\V. 1. tbuTurd, O.B.II., of the University Medical Unit. 

l-'otir Imudr'vl ;ind ihirty wen* tn'at'‘d iii tiu' 'i'nuL' V.’.d; 
ICastarn nospital by (.‘liinesf* wesiorn-trained gradnat*'- mid- r 
the- geii'-ra! :'Upcrvi‘'ion of a Uiovennueut iMi-di'Ml 

OiTicer. 


Of in the (ioverntiient lio.-pitals, nnu' ua-re rcli-’ve.]. 

"ix reinairifd unchanged, two left witliin twcrily-fonr laairs of 
adnii''''i(>n ;(n<l one was still under tro-uttnent at the end of 


The average jiutnber of days iti liospitat aiiiount*'d 'e 
twent v-s<-ven, the longest stav being si.\tv-tive th'us and t!,- 
sliortesl one day. 


ri'-vet.’tt'cn of tlie eighteen cases v/ere of the jnild type. Tie 
jaitients ledojiged to thi* labouring class .able t.-t sp-aui ah ei* 
a'; eetii , or 7ld. per day on the drug and it i.< douittfu] if t' >• 
d*-cre,' of their addietien was in ii'>"lf ;i s.-rjou- nritt-T. 1 i. ■ 
juajority v.ere found to be suffering from sotne definite j.h-. .1 

ailinetil which liad constituted llie original rc:i>'i!i f<*r tehifn t'.' 
drug. 
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pvepavcd opium seized, experience luudng shou’u Unit certain 
typos or brands -of packing arc intended for cerlain detinite 
markets. There is no doubt that the illicit export traffic is 
•higlilj^ organised and has ample financial backing to Jiieet all 
calls. During the year a few cases of smuggling specially dried 
prepared opium in postal packets were detected — these were 
reported to the authoiities in the countries to which the packets 
seized were addressed. 

.(4) The preventive staff consists of 4 executive and 20 
European preventive officers, 108 Chinese preventive officer-s 
and 8 Ohinese female searchers. Information was regularly 
forwarded to ithe ’Govenumenit or depai'tments ecaiceiaied else- 
where. 

(5) In the course of the year there were 405 seizures 
involving 3,936,230 diacetylmorphine i^ills (see spiecial remarks 
under this head in the raw opium and dangerous drug reports). 

'(6) A table showing the prices at which Government Opium 
was sold is given in Appendix II; these remain unchanged Iroan 
last year. In the early part of the year the sales of the Singa- 
pore blend fell to a record low level hut after the outbreak of 
hostilities in China there was a marked recovery due prohahly 
to the large influx of refugees and to the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies from other sources. The Kam Shan opimn is the 
special luxury type prepared and packed prior to January, 1933, 
and stores are gradually becoming exhausted. It is sold only 
to registered and rationed smokers, the number of whom is 
steadily decreasing owing to deaths and departures from the 
Colony. The register of smokers has been closed for some 
years, and at the end of the year included 65 names. These 
smokers in 1937 paid H.K. $94,080 or 29.6% of the gross opium 
revenue for the opium which they j)urchased. 

(7) Eor the year under review the special opium account 
shows a loss of H.K, $355,607.60. This figure is higher than 
that for 1936 owing to the S23ecial Singapore transfer or credit 
made in that year. The Colony owing to its geograj)hical posi- 
tion on arterial steamship 'lines and to the fact that it is 
a terminal or home port for many steamship lines of inter- 
•national transport is the centre of highly organised international 
traffic in opium (and to a lesser extent in drugs) and tlie cost 
of fighting this tmffic is an 'all too severe drain on the local 
domestic resources. 

Questionnaire on Drug Addiction. 

1 . — Extent of Addiction. 

1. It is impossible to give the approximate number of 
addicts in’ Hong Kong. Eorm V in this report gives the number 
of rationed and non-rationed smokers as 1,744. The estimate of 
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tlio nuiiibor of illicit opium .divans cannot be IBS'S than 2,000, in 
many of wliicli diacetylmorpbine pills will also be available, 
and a divan cannot exist on dess than 20 smokers per day. This 
gives a total of 40,000 addicts for opium alone and omits all 
smokers of illicit opium who smoke in their own homes. A 
Iieroin addict will consume from 5 to 40 pills per day, and 10 
may be taken as the average. The estimated number of divans 
where heroin only is smoked is 800, and the number of divans 
for both heroin and opium smoking m.ay be placed at the same 
figure. The former class of divan averages 20 pill smokers 
per day and the latter 10, so that the number of heroin addicts 
may be placed at 24,000 with a daily consumption of 240,000 
pills. Officers who have been engaged on special pill investiga- 
tions report that among these addicts a nmnber of females are 
found. 

2. Number of addicts who obtain their supply: — 

(a) From legitimate sources: — 1,744. 

(b) From illicit sources: — please see reply to 1 above. 

3. illetbods employed to ascertain the approximate number 
of addicts: — please see reply to 1 above. 

II. — Addiction and the Professions, 


1. Total number of: — 

(a) Medical Practitioners 287 

(b) Dentists 28 

(c) Chemists & Dx’uggists 31 

(d) Vetei’inary Surgeons 7 


2. The number of known addicts in each of the above 
classes : — 

(a) One 

(b) Nil ' 

(c) Nil 

(d) Nil 

N.B . — There is a large number of native unregistered 
doctors who practise Chinese Medicine. Some of these are 
undoubtedly opium addicts. 

3. The number of each of the above classes convicted of 
violation of the narcotic laws. Nil. 



Special 0; 


'Jr. 


Opium Purchases. 


Eaw Opium 

Prepared Opium ^^ii 

Transport Charges, etc., to 

and from Singapore $20,145.54 


Opium. Incidental Expenses. 15.68 


Monopoly Expenses. 

Expenses chargeable in full 

to Opium 20,428.80 

Transport in connection with 

Shops 452.00 

Opiuan Eewards (total includ- 
ing payments to Police) ... 34,750.00 

Overhead Expenses partially 
chargeable to Opium. 

Personal Emoluments: — 

40% of total expenditure 
on Personal Emoluments 
of Imports & Exports 
Dept 145,535.93 

15% on above for expendi- 
ture on Passages and 
Pensions 21,830.39 

Launches : — 

50% of the I’unning ex- 
penses of the three 
Eevenue Launches of 
Imports & Exports De- 
partment 9,479.45 

Other Charges: — 

40% of miscellaneous 
charges 6,522.84 


Portion op the expenses op 
THE General Services 
chargeable to Opium. 

Prisons, 

Expenditure chargeable in 
full to Opium: — 

Cost of maintenance of 
opium prisoners 12,826.61 

Overhead Expenses partially 
chargeable to Opium: — 

Personal Emoluments — 

21% of total expenditure of 

4 .'^,, -ioa'7 /^oi 


§ 20 , 161 . 22 ^ 


238,999.41 


‘ed 
Jised 
. or 
u- 
5d) 


J iiUJNW. 

R 1937. 

tbo rfiuM Account. 

;;g G.ossP^I^ sale of Opium,...* »17, 769.60 

poL Total value of Opium Nil 

heron;- posed of obnei tlian oy 

‘ Proceeds of IfiBes and forfeitures ^ ; 

where iioceeuta „An tR 
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luaj’' h 
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332,647.16 

355.607.60 
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^om 1. 



i.me or brand under wVidi ' >.5’ i 

be prepared opium is sold 5 



Form II. 


Quantities of Baw & Piiepaued Oiuum used is tiih 
Manufacture of Prefaued Opium 
DURING THE' TEAR 1937. 


Quantities of Baw Opium 
employed derived from 

P?o£L 1 1 Seizures 


Total licpaied 
Quantities f 

Opium used rr"'V 

£uelurc;d) 


Bo Government manufacture in the territory. 
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Form HI. 


Consumption’ ok PjiBPAiJEu Opium 


during the year 1937. 



1 

1 ^ 

^ 3 

Name or brand under which the 
prepared Opium Avas sold 

t " ^ — 

Quantities consumed by 
Smokers 

Rationed 

1 Non-rationed 

1. Kam Shan 

Kg. I 

134 

Kg. 

2. Singapore 


706 


1 


Total:— 840 Kgs. 


Form lY. 


Stocks of Prepared Opium. 

Amount of stocks held by the Government on 31st Dec., 1937. 

In Government Strong Room 1,431 Kgs. 

This included 204 Kilos of Singapore 
90*1 Kilos of Kam Shan Prepared Opium and 323 luios ot 

Confiscated Prepared Opium. 



'poriu ^ • 




01' ^MOKl'UH ANO 


COSSOMV'TION. 


.’ ^*>1 


\' ’ \ Troinn-iU'd ■ Gouauiny‘^i^’'' 

\ L^Uo'iu.lUy ’i 1«.VUU«.. 

\ \ \ i nalioira\uy 


Clainese 


1,679 


987,745 \ lu6uiU'auuul 

\ 


tl) i.8.. 'o'ivSamant a\raj.s iu«l 

UX-ataiirtaken-during 3 acaacutive daya >u 
Deoemiber. 


r%u»" ntelSd IV (S) aad u> I, 


IPorm "^1. 


'Number of Bet ail Shops. 


Owued by tbe Govem'men'fc. ILiceaaed by the Government 


Oviencd during 1 In existence onl Opened during lln existence o 
the year Isist December 1 the year 1 31st Decembe 


13 


11 


Form YII. 


OI-’ Siioiuno Bstablishmemts, 

<.iov,..m.,.0Mt Establishmeafs I Licensed Establishments' 



Opcnod (liiriag In existence on 
tlie yciii’ yist Deeenaber 


J Opened during 
tbe year 


In existence on 
31st December 


Xo Uovernnienc or licensed smoking establishments. 


Form YIII. 


Dnoss. 


Hioeks of dross held by tiie Government on 1st Jan., 

11)37 Nil. 

Quaniitie.s of dross collected or purchased by the Gov- 

ernnii'iit during the year 1937 Nil. 

Quantities of dross seized during the year 2 Kg. 

Stocks of dross held by the Goveamment on 31st Dec., 


Average price paid by the Government for dross 

purchased Xo purchase made. 


Note -. — All opium dross seized was destroyed. 


Form IX. 


SKiziums OF Haw an d Prspared Opium nuRUvo the year 1937 . 

Total Quantity Seized. - 


Eaw Opium 


lis. 


Prepared Opium 


Ko-. 

1,311 


(1) Of this 648 Kg. were -Eaw Chinese Opium and 228 Kg 
’vvere Raw Irauiau Opium* 
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Appendix lA. 


Major Seizures op Raw Opium duuino the year 11 ) 37 . 


Place oi Seizure Iku 

1 

id of Opium. 

1 

Tunis 1 

I 

indic.tti it 

of 

long Kong 

Hillside above Deep 
Water Bay C 

iliinese Raw | 

o 

o 

Boat 60P, Tsun Wan. ] 

Iranian Raw 

1,440 

Kor o.xpori 

S.S._ Wing Wah. 
Victoria Harbour... 

1- 

Ohinese Raw 1 

•2,240 

Hong Kong 

Deep Bay, ' 

Hong Kong 

Chinese Raw 

1,800 

Hong Kong 

Road-side, Aberdeen, 
Hong Kong 

Ohinese Raw 

1,630 

Hong Kong 

Junk 4303, Victoria 
Harbour 

1 Ohinese Raw 

■ 

1 Hong Kong 

87 Bonham Rjoad 

. Chinese Eaw 


Hong Kong 

Sea shore, Apli&hau 
Island ... 

Sea Shore Apliehau 
island . 

‘ • Iranian Rtiw 

960 

Hong Kong 

• • GhineiSe Raw 

650 

Hong Kong 

Sea bed, Lamma 
Island . . . 

••• Chinese Raw 

m 

Hong Kong 

Kong 

o 

Sea bed, Lan^i^^T" 

Island . 

Iranian Raw 

1,200 






